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FILLING

ST. NICK'S - SHOES

While most American calen-
dars mark the 25th day of
the 12th month in red, many
countries In Europe — and
some places in the United
States — savor 2 more mellow
trudition thot celelbwntes the
spirit of the real St Nicholss
and his love of children. Far
them, the §th of December is
the red-letter day to honor
the life and legend of an
Asian bishop whose bones lie
somewhere in Italy but who
makes an annual palgrimage
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many, Austria, and Belgium to Al children's shoes with sweets and toys,
L'nrtﬁiiiu.*ring the scope of his El:gq'mi, the Racts of St Micholas™s life are scarce

ands, Ger-

enough. It's commonly agreed by historians that he was boen of wealthy parents in
the ancient city of Patara (located on the underside of what we now eall Turkey)
about 271. As a young man, he became 4 monk in 4 monastery near the part eity
of Myra (farther east along the const of Turkey), where he eventually became the

Left: In the Difch traddion, shoes sel ouf far 5L Nichelas are fied with hay and corrots for his hirse
Abowe: A teenager's Hapoy Fost slppers ame filled with girgersnaps and Dulch chocolata. The ook Littie
fss Bossy, by Roged Hargreares, takes (hie place ol the tradiional sty poam. To keed commanecations
o, thers are pencilts in-anoodciadh B from Black Tnk i Combiridge and o Motoecda VA0 mobiEe pbone
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